
HISTORY

Terence Ranger. The Historical Dimensions of Democracy and Human Rights
in Zimbabwe. Volume 2: Nationalism, Democracy and Human Rights. Harare:
University of Zimbabwe Press, 2003. Distributed by African Books Collective Ltd., The
Jam Factory, 27 Park End St., Oxford OX1 1HU. 196 pp. Select Bibliography. Index.
$29.95. Paper.

This book is about the Janus face of nationalism, particularly the dark side
of the phenomenon that stresses unity, abhors diversity, and suppresses dis-
sent, but also about the emancipatory potential inherent in its promise.
The recent elections serve as a striking background to the materials pre-
sented here. All the themes that defined that campaign—the incantation
of unity against external agents, the roving youth groups sent to enforce
party discipline, the championing of women without giving them power—
also appear in the contributions to this volume, albeit several decades ear-
lier. Plus ça change, plus c’est la même chose.

The volume consists of eight chapters and an excellent introduction by
the editor, Terence Ranger. The chapters cover the emergence of the
nationalist movement in Malawi before the end of the Central African Fed-
eration, the labor movement in Rhodesia between 1951 and 1975, the role
of gender in ZANLA, the impact of the Zimbabwean National Army in
Mozambique, the fate of rural institutions in Matebeleland North after
independence, the experiences of workers at the Jersey Tea estate, struc-
tural adjustment and economic justice, and critiques of the CAMPFIRE
program in two districts. With the exception of the chapter on structural
adjustment, all contributors rely extensively on interviews to complement
their secondary sources. 

The dominant theme that emerges from this volume is that, its aspira-
tions notwithstanding, the nationalist movement’s practice was more often
than not focused on unity rather than democracy and human rights. Given
the repressive nature of the Rhodesian state, the maintenance of this unity
often superseded notions of participation and open debate. Marginaliza-
tion of members who did not follow the main line, the use of violence, par-
ticularly through the youth league, to intimidate entire populations by
punishing so-called sellouts, and the inability to tolerate independent insti-
tutions such as churches or labor unions outside the nationalist movement
all characterized this period. Once the guerrilla struggle commenced,
unity again outweighed all other considerations, including gender equity,
and a new pattern of violence was added to the mix. 

With the inheritance of the means of violence of the Rhodesian state
at independence, this triple legacy of violence continued to subvert the
real efforts at welfare socialism between 1980 and 1990. In the campaign
against dissidents in Matebeleland and the campaign against Renamo in
Mozambique, independent Zimbabwe again invoked unity against notions
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of democracy and human rights. The declining economic fortunes after
1990 and the decreasing ability of ZANU/PF to improve ordinary people’s
lives finally made nationalist unity again a club with which to subdue oppo-
sition and demands for human rights. The final result was evident in the
last election. 

Ranger concludes that the “human rights and democratic potentials of
Zimbabwean nationalism have not been fully realized” (26) and that it is
unclear how the contradictions highlighted by the contributors will work
themselves out. I wonder, however, to what extend nationalism of any kind
is, in the end, incompatible with human rights and democracy. Human
rights are universal claims and nationalism is inevitably particular and
exclusive. The contributors to this volume successfully highlight different
aspects of this exclusionary process and thus provide a solid historical
understanding for the current crisis.
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Anne C. Bailey. African Voices of the Atlantic Slave Trade: Beyond the Silence
and the Shame. Boston: Beacon Press, 2005. viii + 289 pp. Map. Photographs. Bibli-
ography. Index. $27.59. Cloth.

Anne Bailey, a Jamaican-born scholar who now teaches African history at
Spelman College, wanted to know how Africans remember the slave trade.
She started by asking people in Atorker, a former slaving port in modern
Ghana, what they recall. The chapters in her book present successive
approaches to what proved a difficult question Her quest always remains
grounded in oral history, but she has sought to link the stories, songs, and
proverbs she heard not only with a generation of Ghanaian scholarship on
Ghana’s past but also with her own research in archives and libraries on
both sides of the Atlantic.

She starts from silence. How can this not be remembered? The ques-
tion prompts evocative descriptions of Atorker and its vicinity today, as well
as broader comments on the town’s place at the end of trading routes run-
ning into the interior and on the cultural distance between coast-dwelling
townspeople and their inland kin. Bailey then interweaves observations on
what it means to ask questions about the slave trade in a society where the
subject is still so painful and shameful that interviewees are reluctant to dis-
cuss either family stories about enslavement or their forebears’ participa-
tion in the slave trade. However, one instance from the 1850s is remem-
bered in the town: A group of local drummers, engaged to play as the
enslaved boarded the ship, were lured aboard and shackled with the rest,
even though the drummers included relatives of the local chief. A monu-
ment to the incident now serves as the centerpiece of the Atorker Slave
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